Recurrent endocrine mucin-producing sweat gland carcinoma in the eyelid.
Endocrine mucin-producing sweat gland carcinoma (EMPSGC) has recently been recognised as a low-grade carcinoma that almost always occurs on the eyelid. This carcinoma is very rare, with only 20 cases (including the present one) having been reported in the literature. EMPSGC is frequently found in association with invasive mucinous carcinoma. While EMPSGC treatments consist of a complete surgical removal, there has been no consensus regarding the surgical margin. Therefore, reports on surgical management of EMPSGC may potentially provide important therapeutic information. Here, we present a case of a 74-year-old man with EMPSGC of the eyelid that repeatedly recurred despite surgical treatments at another institution. After referral to our department, the patient underwent tumour excision. However, the specimen revealed a positive surgical margin and thus, he subsequently underwent a wider excision. There has been no sign of tumour recurrence or metastasis 6 months after his last operation. This article reviews the current literature and discusses the surgical management of EMPSGC.